SUMMARY A patient with systemic lupus erythematosus who developed pneumococcal epiglottitis is described and the literature reviewed. This infection is extremely rare in adults, and only 10 cases, none of them with SLE, have so far been reported. Epiglottitis is usually caused by Haemophilus influenzae. However, in immunocompromised hosts the probability of Streptococcus pneumoniae as the infecting agent is considerable. Penicillin should therefore be part of the antimicrobial regimen in such patients.
Bacterial infections are frequent in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE).`-3 They occur more frequently in patients with active disease, with azotaemia, or on corticosteroid therapy.4 5The organ systems most commonly affected are the urinary tract, lungs, and skin.3 A patient with SLE who developed acute pneumococcal epiglottitis is described below. This complication has to the best of our knowledge not been reported previously in SLE.
Case report
A 21-year-old male was diagnosed as suffering from SLE 3 years prior to his present admission to hospital, when he presented with a butterfly rash, alopecia, leucopenia, Coombs-test positive haemolytic anaemia, positive LE cell preparation, and biopsy proved proliferative glomerulonephritis. Since then he had been treated with prednisone, 20-60 mg/day. 
